
Project LAUNCH
Linking Actions for Unmet Needs in Children’s Health



In 2019, Vision for Children at Risk (VCR) was 
awarded a 5-year grant from the Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA). 

The purpose of St. Louis Project LAUNCH (STL-PL) is 
to promote the wellness of young children (birth to 8 
years of age) by addressing the social, emotional, 
cognitive, physical, and behavioral aspects of their 
development.

A Young Child Wellness Initiative



Young Child Wellness Council

• VCR has assembled a coalition of partners from health, behavioral health, 
education, childcare, head start, child welfare, and early intervention as well 
as parents (at least 10% of parental membership) to make up the Young 
Child Wellness Council (YCWC). Collectively they’re working toward:

• Improving coordination and collaboration across family and child serving 
system.

• Increasing knowledge and behaviors of parents of children 0-8 on topics of 
early childhood development and community resources.

• Increasing capacity of childcare and early child providers on topics of early 
childhood development.



Young Child Wellness Council’s Role

• To assure that the voices of individuals who have lived experience, and/or bring 
unique knowledge and skills that reflect the real challenges faced by parents and 
caregivers, influence the systems meant to help;

• To provide feedback on proposed strategies and activities, and input to help solve 
day-to-day implementation challenges;

• To serve as an avenue for sharing important, helpful, and relevant information 
with the broader community; 

• To assist in identifying barriers to creating healthy families and systemic change 
that is needed to address these barriers.



Parent & 
Family 

Leadership
Opportunity



Joint Council Survey

What is this survey all about?
VCR has partnered with the Brown School Evaluation Center at Washington 
University to get feedback about the joint effort of Project LAUNCH Young 
Child Wellness Council and the System of Care council. The survey aims to 
understand the involvement and collaboration among the council members 
and partners, recognize strengths in the partnerships, and identify 
opportunities for improvement.

Why am I being asked to take this survey? 
We’d like feedback from all council members who’ve participated the joint
Project LAUNCH Young Child Wellness Council and the System of Care 
Council meetings thus far. 
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